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illustrated. 1898. Excerpt: . . . It has often struck me as singular, nay, almost unaccountable, that our
adventurous countrymen, to whom we owe so many stirring narratives of wild sport by sea and land, and who
are ready in its pursuit to go anywhere and do anything, should have told us so little of battles with the shark.
True, we have had some interesting notices of that hugest of the race, the tiger-shark of Ceylon, whom you
harpoon instead of hooking, and expect to tow your boat about at best pace for an indefinite time.
Occasionally, too, there comes a tame newspaper account of an overgrown basking-shark, too lazy to fish for
himself, who has blundered into some poor fishermans nets and pays for his helplessness by being made a sea-
side exhibition. | remember, as a child, creeping at Brighton into such a wretchs maw, comfortably lined with
green baize. Those who have made ocean voyages have, of course, been introduced to the salt-sea shark,
whose hankering after rancid pork causes a welcome excitement to break the monotony of a long voyage. But
to none of these can I seriously incline. In fact, an unexpected rencontre with a big shark, even when attended
with no danger, is generally the reverse of pleasant. You are contemplating the glassy, cool, translucent wave,
which promises you a delicious bath in some silver-sanded bay, when suddenly you become aware of
something like a flat black stick erect above the surface and moving slowly about....
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