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... 11 TESTIMONY OF THE HONORABLE WILLIAM J. JEFFERSON, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE
STATE OF LOU-ISIANA EFFERSON Mr. J. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Its a pleasure to welcome you here to New
Orleans again and to welcome those of your Subcommittee. | want to thank Dr. Hughes and the Mayor and
Councilman Thomas for their fine re-marks, and for letting me be a part of this panel with them. Theres a
tendency for those concerned about criminal justice and crime prevention to seek to assess blame for the state
of our crimi-nal justice system. And while we acknowledge a responsibility on the part of our criminal justice
officials for the return of the system to its functioning capacity, its important to remember the effect the
flooding of our city had on our criminal justice system and the attendant difficulty of its recovery. As examples,
the flooding of the basement of our criminal justice court building and of the evidence laboratory of the New
Orleans Police Department, destroyed and damaged valuable records, including historical information on
those engaged in violent criminal behavior, and evidence they cur-rently needed to prosecute crimes. And our
entire city was evacu-ated, and some of our most seasoned prosecutors and indigent de-fenders, along with
hundreds of former police officers relocated to other cities and took other jobs. The stream of revenues that
funds - which funds our criminal justice system was interrupted due to the post-storm downturn...
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