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In the Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC)
area, large pelagics contribute only about 6% of total landings,
but are nonetheless significant for many countries. Large
pelagic fishes are caught in all WECAFC states, and within the
WECAFC region by several distant water fishing nations.
However only 19 of 40 WECAFC Member States report catches
to FAO. The fisheries range in scale and technological
sophistication from artisanal fishers trolling from canoes to
modern commercial longliners and purse seiners (mostly from
distant water fishing nations). The available information on
development of small-scale and large scale fleets targeting
large pelagics, indicates a significant trend of increasing
fishing capacity in the countries of the WECAFC region. Several
species which are not assessed by ICCAT are...
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