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truth is that the mind, young or old, cannot with much profit be dragged unwillingly into any new attainment. It
must go forward from some desire to go forward. After all, it is what the mind does that educates it. And it will
not do much that is profitable without interest and desire. And this desire will only come from seeing glimpses,
at least, of many things beside and beyond the mere task in hand. Such glimpses a good teacher continually
gives, broadening the child s horizon, and showing him that the world is not a dry treadmill, but a wide region
where constant increase of attainment is not only possible, but worth while. This is one of the imperative
reasons for educated teachers, and for a wide and varied curriculum in the common schools. A healthy mind,
in childhood as truly as afterwards, has several different faculties, and needs many objects for each of these to
keep it in wide-awake activity. An intelligent man or an intelligent child naturally thinks of many things in the
course of a day, and has feelings with reference to many things. It is Natures way; and however elaborately we
construct our machinery, it will only work so far as it conforms to natural laws. It is not by steady drudgery on
one subject, exhausting that before touching another, that any human mind ever advances. On the contrary,
some new book, or a a talk with an acquaintance, or an article in a magazine, gives a side-glimpse into some
unexplored region: it may be days, weeks, years before we can...
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