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indexed. Not illustrated. 1851 Excerpt: the navy, from the grade of lieutenant downwards, is so predominant
that the most trivial orders--such, for instance, as the lieutenant of the watch directing an acting midshipman
to deliver a message to the officer on the forecastle, relating to duty going on there--is reluctantly obeyed,
because the midshipman stops to question the lieutenant s right to send him on such errands; so, too, if a
captain attempts to instruct any of his officers in their professional duties, or to correct, by pointing out their
greatest errors, the juniors deny the captain s right to reprimand, as they erroneously term it, and strife ensues,
which can only be settled by reference to the commodore, so that one-half of my time is taken up in deciding
such points of controversy. Such is the history of my command so far. But | hope for better times, as the two
prime movers of the spirit complained of are now before a court-martial; and you will probably soon hear of
their arrival in the United States to receive their sentences. Confidential., To Lieutenants Jos. F. Green, J. B.
Marchandj T. A.M. Craven, and others of their class in the Pacific squadron. | am deeply mortified to hear,
verbally, through Captain Stribling/ that some of the sea officers of this squadron have taken exception to so
much of my special order No. 2 as for the present stops watch officers going on shore on liberty. | am more
than mortified to...
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