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reading *Includes a table of contents "I consider part of lower Manhattan to be hallowed ground. Nearly 3,000
people lost their lives in the World Trade Center towers. and for that reason alone, our nation should make
absolutely sure that what gets built on Ground Zero is an inspiring tribute to all who loved the Twin Towers,
worked in them, and died there." David Shuster Since the earliest days of recorded human history, people have
constructed buildings not just to provide shelter but to send a message. The earliest texts of Judaism speak of
the patriarchs building to mark a place or event, while the Mayan leaders of South America built ziggurats not
only to sacrifice their enemies but also to demonstrate their power to others. The Arc de Triomphe in France is
just that, an arch to mark Frances triumph over both its enemies and itself during the French Revolution and
the Napoleonic Wars. It should come as no surprise that in the dark days following the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001, New York City began searching for some way to demonstrate its recovery and resolve. The
obvious way to do just that was to rebuild what had been destroyed. Since there was no way to bring back the
lives of those lost, the most straightforward path was to rebuild the Twin Towers that had fallen, but there was
more to be done than to just rebuild the lost Twin Towers; the new building was to be bigger, taller, and better
than before, as everyone...
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