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of the United States, February 14 and 15, 1872 At the close of the war of the rebellion this Department found
itself in possession of large quantities of cannon, small arms, and other ordnance stores no longer required,
and which it was to the interest of the United States to dispose of, because either of their perishable character,
the constant expense of their care and preservation, or their obsolete patterns. Here is the origin of these sales:
At first sales were made by auction, but subsequently (July 20, 1868) Congress passed a law giving the Secretary
of War authority to cause to be sold, at public or private sale, after due public notice, the old cannon, arms, and
other ordnance stores which are damaged or otherwise unsuitable for the United States military service, or for
the militia of the United States, and to cause the net proceeds of such sales, aHer paying all proper expenses of
sale and transportation to the place of sale, to be deposited in the Treasury of the United States. Now, Mr.
President, these sales were made under the direction of Congress, In the first instance the sales were made at
public outcry to the highest bidder; but Congress, in its wisdom, on the 20th of July, 1868, directed that these
sales might be made either publicly or privately, placing the discretion in that respect within the oJicial
discretion of the Secretary of War. The report proceeds to say: And since the passage of this act ordnance and
ordnance stores have been disposed of to individuals at private sale, as provided...
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