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9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.lin.Captain Ryan Cores initial experiences with mobilization seemed to summarize all that
could possibly go wrong with a deployment. He received his alert order as a last-minute filler for 1-152 Infantry
Battalion - part of the 38th Infantry Division, Indiana Army National Guard - barely 30 days prior to the
scheduled mobilization. Core underwent an abbreviated SRP and sketchy mobilization trainup before
deploying with his battalion in February 2003 during the buildup for Operation Iragi Freedom. Once in Kuwait,
Core performed his normal duties as the battalion chemical officer, along with helping to craft the base
chemical defense plan for Camp Doha. Soon, Core found himself drawn into other duties due to the perceived
low-level threat from Iragi chemical attacks. He worked as the night battle captain in the battalion TOC, made
surveys of abandoned Iraqi fighting positions for chemical or depleted uranium contamination, and spent a
considerable time working civil affairs missions in the local communities. Core discusses dealing with a
command climate that viewed non-infantry officers as outsiders as well as the challenges of a special staff
officer handling the complex interaction between the battalion XO and S3 officers. Core also notes the
importance of building good relations with the Iraqi locals, including the setting up of a site for local vendors to
ply their wares, and efforts to restart water pumping stations. Core closes his interview by summarizing how his
February 2003 through February 2004 deployment taught him the need for creative problem-solving to
accomplish missions in the absence of defined rules. This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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